
PRESJJ>ENT'S ADDRESS. 

lJy ,\I. ~L U••sox. • 

Cus tom J ccrces tlutt al ench co•wtmlion some statement l•e forth coming 
fro m you•· preaiden!. \\"hethc.r 1his is n penalty inflicted hy the InsLiLute 
upou itself nr loy a 1·hief eXCI'\11 h·e upou himself, dcpoucnt. snyet.lt not. 
H i!! cxp~ctcd I haL 1 shll ll H(lf"Cncl ueforc' you a d ulailed I' CS UII10 of lho \ Ill · 

prc<·t•dPntcd rec()rds of 1 he pa~L )'Cnr, i hnl you mny be shown l he pinnnclcs 
of 11!27 n~:hio,·cmeul s, nnd thnt you nnty he taken up to great he ights 
from wit id1 f he futtu·e o i Uto i111lustry r11ny be " iuwed. 'I'o proceed upon 
ll ti ll prognttn .I he, ilnt c. ~fy rl!n,ou for my reluctance may be illuslrltted 
by nn incident 1 cxpl'r icnt·Nl in l'nliioruin. 1 am ~>lite you who ha il from 
I hi ~ wonder·fnl goldeu lllntc, whit·h I ~o l rnl~· admire, will forgive a. betrayal 
oi 0 110 oi its very few t'tTeulrio·it it••· 

1 ntteuclcd as a gue,l o111• of lhe l'l•ll'hratC'tl Chnmb<'r of Commerce 
luncheons in the iair c·ity of Lon .\ ngcl t:'s. It wns held in lhc then new, 
bcnuliful anrl imprcs~>i vc Lu~ .:\ ugcle:; llillmore frolrl. I was told t.hnt 
there were tweh•e ltHutlrctl people in att cntillllcc- ludics a ttl! genUemen­
sentcd in the spacious nud highly decorated llllllroorn. It was an unu8unl 
s igh t- an inspiring nJI~<·Inclc. 'l'hu prc,.,itlent nn•~e and adclressed the 
meeting somewhaL ll'- !ollows: ''Lndirs nnd Gc•ntlcmen, 1-fcmbers nnd 
Gue~ls of the Chnmlwr of Comuwrc·e of Los Allj::t•l!ls. Yon arc assembled 
here today- lhc lart:,>C.>I, lhe grente~t Chntnbcr oi Commerce in nll the worltl 
- here in Otis mngnifh•cnt holt• I, the most ltc•n ut ifttl holt" I etlific•c• not onl.r in 
U1is country buL iu u ll the wm~cl - here on th is g lorious cloy. th is pe rfcwt 
California dlly, wJ1ere we nre hlr,.,.,c•d with t hl' most wourler fu l went her iu all 
the wide world. And while we nrc assemhl·•d it i ~ fitt ing that I should te ll 
you a nother r ccord-o110 of our t nll t ubcr>~ hns tochty paicl his dues to th is 
Chambe r of Commerce iot· flfly yl'ttrs in advnnre,- ntt unprccNlonled nccom· 
plishment, a record before all the world!'' 

Tmitalive of our cnthul'ins (i•; Califnrniun. \\'C l'an say with perfect 
Lrulltfnlness fhnt we nrc ltcro fml ny as~rmh led in t he grea[cHt. ronvenLion 
tlutf the American Com•rcte TnRti tut e hn~ O\'er h eld. 

J t. is ti tling that we ~houl tl ~>lcp a~ide in our mncl rush nut! pau~e to 
wntdt fltis procC'ssiou uf uthiC\'Ctttnul~; lt~ if pnsRCR hy . The 1wogreas is rrtpici 
nnd sure, but. mtless we slop lo measure t he clis luttc·e lruvi'ICd we I if fi e 
appreC' inle how fflr we hrl\'e comu. 

lu 1904. we met lo discuss mnt·hinery ntixPrs. hnnclling tle,•ices, forms, 
nnd the like. 1'oday we use a ,roc·nhulory then unknown- wo rk t\hility, line· 

• President. American Con crete lns tltutt'. 

(21) 



22 Pnr:snn·:NT's AnnnF:ss. 

uess utodn lus;, \\tllcr··temcnt mtiu, inundation, etc., etc. They all const itute 
milc~lones to mnrk ad,·unccment, und sl!t!mingly lbey appear mnrt> and 
more frequently 1l11 ring recent year~. 

I L i ~ bul ye~tcrdny tlull we h•nruccl lo prcdotermiue \dlh prnril and 
paper· t lu} strcnut h of a mixt urc gi \I'll the phyRirnl rhamct erislit·R uf ! he 
aggre~ale. Arul it hns h('cn cnm Inter that wo hove bet'n able to l'lllnbl i"h 
a coutrul lhnt gi' I'• tl <'0111 rete uf uniform ~t n·n~h nud chnr:ll'tcri~r ic·,.. 
We nrc blossoming from tho bud uf guesswork to the full and g lnriou. 
hloom oi' scicnlifl c• <'ct·lniuly. 

With each cll'\'l'lopment cornt'R 11 ucw field of inquiry wltich prom•Jtes 
irwrcn~cd prodtwti\·ity. They nil h•nd to two great gonh;; nnmely, better 
produ<'l nnd lesser cost. 

The .Americnn Concrete Jusl ihtt t• a ims, flrsl, lo assemble UtCHC facts 
ns thl'y de,•elop; nnd bt'l·ond, lo pnss them on to lhe concrete-u .. ing world. 
\\'e gnt her n111l we sow. P.tlucnlion is as imporlnnt as is dcvclupment. 
Wh1lt gnin to the industry, H n. favored few hide their hils oi truth, and 
the ~rent outside world soils blindly on ever en<·ounlering mwhartNI rocks, 
courting disaster nftcr di•ut-.tcr! 

The confidt•nt·c oi the publi1• t•nme,., frum ~nlisfartnr~· perfnrtntllllt'. 
One fnilure ,•itintcs n. rlozru Slll'l'C>~~r~. '!'Itt' wrnk link tlch•rmitt CK Ute 
RtrcnAth oi lhe t'11u in. l•'ur I his rcnsou your hnnr<l of clirrl't ion is rnclrnvor· 
ing enl'lt year to t•xlend tltr inllncrwe of the JnRtilutc. We were It'll'! t han 
fh·r hundred in l!l20-wo nre now moro lhnn twcnly·fh·c hnnclred 1\lTilng. 

We find thnt we must Rccnre nnd print lougcr nnd more cxpcnsh·o 
pnpcr,;; that we must t'Onnnunicnto more frequernly and more intimutely 
with our member,, .All oi this cost11 money, and for thnt ren•on l n~l year 
we increased tmr dues. Tite in rrcnt~e is small and we believe i ~ justified 
by tlro n<:complil!ltntcnt s . 

Consider the t•ontribltt ions to t hl' indush~· thnt hn,·c been forth<·omiug 
in this com·ention. I shall point to hut a iew of the high light!!: 

T.t>l your minds dwell for a moment on the in(Juencr upon lhc qttnlRy 
of the concrete work of l he world if the Cotwrole Primer which )[r. )£c·· 
)fillun hns so nhly asstomhll'cl rnn ho placed in the hnnd~ of our <•onst ruc· 
lion Rttpcrinlenrlcntll a1111 foremen. A new light nnd n hetler undcrslnmling 
of o lrl fn<'ts will J~ llicl c them ~twny from many pitfalls. 

~o, too. will :\Jr. Lord's paper n111l the E·l rl'port conRlii11le n n<'w bible 
of desij:tning fal't<~, of inest imnblr mluc to concrete ens:ineering. These 
nrto illustrnt j,·r of the milestone~ thnt mnkr nnd guirle wtr furwnrrl 
proj:l ri'R8. 

The co·opvrn t h•e rrrort of t h<' <'!'tncnt mnnu fn cturcr llU~ niRn greatly 
nidt'll. Early "' n•ng! h c·emcnt FoiH·~ prohltorns of l'on~trnclion nml cost 
which hn,·e hitherto hnnted our f.!rl'nlest !'kill. Deller qunlit.~· 1111cl more 
uniform quality of cement mnkc JlORRihle incrcaHC<l e<'OIIomy nnd scientific 
control. Light nsurregntcR are now npproa<·hing with a promi!'e that they 
will open to cement, doors that heretofore hn,·e been completely cl o~l'd . 

rt is IU!tounding lo observe how tl1is young strnngor (Mr. Portland 



Cement), who lir>1t eamc lo our shore" from foreign lands only a lillie more 
Lhan a quarter of a l'enlury ago, hub found his way into the homes and 
hear ttl of our best cont!trnct ion families. l~irst he was received only by 
retain ing wnlls, fo luldltliuus nnd dame. 'l 'hcu, that llril llunt nmnlgtuntlliou 
with the l:!lccl fami ly pro\•idcd him cnln!o lo Reomingly every conslruct.ion 
nristocrat'y: IJuildingl!, bridgl)s, road!!, docks, bulkheud11, pipe, piles, bin~, 

tanks nnd C\ en &hips. One by one lhe lords of construclion ha\'C opened 
their door!! to U1is young stripling, until his popularity hn!l carried the 
industry ofT its feel. 

Of lho $11,000,000,000 spent last ycnr in construction, almost $2,000,. 
000,000 represent slnwlurcs in which concrete is lhe dominnnl mnlcrinl. 
[n other wont~;, one-third of lhc money spent in building goes into stru•·· 
tures which are es.,entiully buill of cement in one form or another. If uti 
Utis can be accomplished in a lillie more than a quarter of n century, with 
no precedent or scientific data for a roundnlion, what, wil h our prc~enl 
knowledge, may be ex1Jectcd with in the twXL 25 years t 

'l'wo yenrs ago we stood ngbnsl at n 300-ft. rcinforct•d·con~rcte nn•h. 
Today we watch witlt cquonimit~· U1e erection of o spun con•ring 650 rt _ 
\Tho dares to measure the nt•complishnumts of the future! 

As light nggrcgale Iindt. its way into the indu~lry in commercial qunn· 
tities and at lower cost, tnnny of our present limitalionK in design ami 
t:onst.ruction will disuppcnr. Agnin the uvenucs of advnnco open, and who 
can sny how fnr they will lend. 'fhis it~ but one of n dozen new develop­
ments which nrc creeping imo the inclut~try. Our eye" ore blurred unci 
bewildered ns we try to !{Ute into the illlun•. The world lie:~ nt our fl!ct I 

Our able sccrct.nry hus very nplly stated the aim of our organization: 
' 'To provide n comrndc~hip in finding the beRt wnyl! to do t·otwrete work 
of nil kinds, nnd in !lprcnding thnl knowledge." 

Here lies the strl!nj!lh or our eiTorl-n Hocil!ly numlJoring 450 dghl 
years ngo--2,500 todny. nnd poR~ibly and probably 5,000 1h t> yeurs heuct• 
each member workiug .. houltler to shoulder in earne~t nncl honest endeu\ur 
to find co-opcrath·e wny>< or" helping the cement world. 

All great commercial and industrial attainment~ aru based on thi11 
principle. This hns been tho source of .America's unprecedented induslrinl 
success. }.len huvc a"~emblcd in fricndlincRs nud a spirit of co-operatiun 
toJ solve great problems. 'rhl'y ha\'e been willing to sncrifi<'c pcr~onal opin­
ions and ambitions on the altar of tolerance and scientific ad\·ancl!. Nfl 
problem can withhold its !'ecrels against such tactics. Xo community cnn 
withstand the sales propngnnda thus initiated. By Rut·h methods oil 
avenues shnll be open to our bidding. 


