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Overview

• ACI’s mission for code advocacy & outreach

• State and Local Code Adoption Process – Referencing 
ACI Standards

• Describe opportunities for local code development and 
advocacy

• Identify resources for ACI Members and industry partners.
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ACI Code Advocacy and Outreach

• VISION:

ACI envisions a future where everyone has the knowledge needed to use 

concrete effectively to meet the demands of a changing world.

• MISSION:

ACI develops, disseminates, and advances the adoption of its consensus-

based knowledge on concrete and its uses.
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•  Codes 

•  Specifications 

•  Reports and Guides 

•  References

•  Annual Manual of 

Concrete Practice

More than 400 technical documents, including:
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>40

hundreds
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ACI - NEW Standards in Development

• Joint ACI-PCI Committee 319 – Precast Concrete Building Code (IBC)

• Joint ACI-PTI Committee 320 – Post-Tensioned Structural Concrete Code (IBC)

• ACI Committee 321 – Concrete Durability Code (IBC)

• ACI Committee 322 – Concrete Pool and Watershape Code (ISPSC)

• ACI Committee 323 – Low-Carbon Concrete Code (IgCC)

• ACI Committee 365 – Service Live Evaluation Code (IEBC)

• ACI Committee 440S – Fiber Reinforced-Polymer Repair and Rehabilitation of Concrete 
Code (IEBC) 

• ITG -12 Code Requirements Construction of Additively Constructed Walls (3-D printing-
IRC)

Early Adoption for State or Local Jurisdictions may be warranted!
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Certification Programs
(Testing, Inspection, Construction Specialists)

• Field Testing Technician

• Flatwork Finisher

• Strength Technician

• Laboratory Technician

• Aggregate Technician

• Concrete Construction Inspector

• Tilt-Up Supervisor and Technician

• Shotcrete Nozzleman

• Adhesive Anchor Installer

• Nondestructive Testing Specialist – Concrete Strength (new)

• Concrete Construction Sustainability and Resilience Assessor (new)
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Current ACI Position Statements

11/6/2024

• Current Codes

• ACI Standards

• Certification Programs

• Concrete Knowledge

• Enhanced Resiliency

• Sustainability

• Professional Societies

• New Standards

• ACI Chapters

• Construction Volume

• Workforce Development

• Public Good

• Carbon Neutral Concrete

• Engineering Curricula
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1. Get ACI standards referenced in model codes,  state/local building codes 
and within government agencies

2. Remove provisions from the building code already addressed in ACI 
standards

3. Keep references current

4. Update existing and develop new standards

5. Collaborate with our ACI member and industry partners, for the good of the 
industry!

Strategies of Code Advocacy & Outreach
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ACI - Code Advocacy Engineers

Steve Szoke, P.E.

F. ACI, F.ASCE, F.SEI, LEEP AP

Steve.Szoke@concrete.org

Kerry Sutton, P.E. LEED AP

Kerry.Sutton@concrete.org
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American Concrete Institute

American Concrete Pumping Association

American Shotcrete Association

American Society of Concrete Contractors

Concrete Foundation Association

Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute

Expanded Shale, Clay & Slate Institute

National Precast Concrete Association

Insulating Concrete Forms Manufacturing 

Association

National Ready Mixed Concrete Association

Neu – Center of Excellence for Carbon Neutral 

Concrete

Portland Cement Association

Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute

Post-Tensioning Institute

Slag Cement Association

Tilt-Up Concrete Association

Wire Reinforcement Institute

Code Advocacy Industry Partners

Alliance for Concrete Codes and Standards (ACCS)

Other frequent (non industry) supporters : NCSEA, FEMA ATC SCSC, MACS, SEI, AIA. 
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Model Code Developers

• International Code Council (ICC) – I-Codes
– International Building Code (IBC)

– International Residential Code (IRC)

– International Existing Building Code (IEBC)

– International Energy Conservation Code\ASHRAE (IECC)*

– International Green Construction Code\ASHRAE (IgCC)*

*New Venues – different code development processes (continuous maintenance) 

• National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
– NFPA Life Safety Code

– NFPA Building Construction and Safety Code

• International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO)
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ICC Code Development Process

Phase 1 – Code Change Submittals

                  Group A in Year 1, Group B in Year 2

May Jun-Aug Sept-Dec Jan

Identify Topics Draft Proposals
Identify Co-

Proponents
Submit Proposals

Phase 2 – Committee Action Hearings (CAH) 

                     Group A in Year 1, Group B in Year 2

Feb-Mar Feb-Mar Mar-Apr

Review 

Proposals
Prepare Testimony Testify at CAH

Phase 3 – Public Comment Hearings (PCH) -VOTE

                     Group A in Year 1, Group B in Year 2

Apr-May May - Jul Jul-Aug Oct-Nov

Prepare and 

Submit Public 

Comments

Review Public 

Comments 

Proposals

Draft/ Coordinate  

Testimony
Testify at PCH

Phase 4 - Finalize Changes

                      Group A in Year 1, Group B in Year 2

Dec-Jan Feb-Mar

On-Line Voting by Government 

Officials
Post Final Action on Proposals

Phase 5 – Publish Model Code

                     Oct of Year 3

Oct 2020 Oct 2023 Oct 2026

2021 Editions 2024 Editions 2027 Editions



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

Statewide Codes – Commercial Buildings (IBC)

  
M

   

  

   

AL

HI

Color Key

Mandatory

Permissive

None

Unique

Source: Insurance Institute for 

Business & Home Safety 2020
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Statewide Codes – Commercial Buildings (IBC) - Year

  
M

   

  

   

AL

HI

Color Key

Mandatory

Permissive

None

Unique

Source: Insurance Institute for 

Business & Home Safety 2020

2015 

(2021)

KY-2015 

(2024)

WY-2021

IN-2012

(2024)

OR -2021

(2024)

SC-2021

(2024)

PA-2018

(2021*)

Houston- 

2021

Lubbock 

– 2015 Dallas – 

2021

WA-2021

(2024)

Denver – 

2021

NE-

2018

MN-

2018

Scottsdale- 

2021
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Every State Is Different - 

Local Jurisdictions May Amend

Local Jurisdictions May Make More

Stringent

Local Jurisdictions Amend with 

State Approval

Local Jurisdictions May Not Amend

More Stringent with State Approval

Limited Applications, Such as State-Owned 

Buildings, or No State-Wide Code Adds Complexity and 

Opportunity!!!
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Things You Can Do – State and Local Codes/Ordinances
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Typical Process For State Code Adoption

Legislative Statute

Authority, Frequency, Basis

Technical Review of Code

Existing Code with Current Model Code

Code Development Process

Submittals, Comments, Hearings

Submit

Proposals

Public 

Comments
1st Technical 

Hearing

2nd Technical 

Hearing

Public 

Comments

• What is the state statute?

• Frequency of Code Adoption?

• Does the state allow for 

proposals to amend?

• When do the Commissions and 

Technical Committees meet?
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Code Advocacy Collaboration Groups
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State Initiatives – Example ACI 562 Repair Code Amendment 

to the 2018 NC Existing Building Code (2018 IEBC)

North Carolina Collaboration Group
Doug Allen

Bill Brickley

Tim Cook

Jackie Flemming

Bill Horne

Jeff Jezzard

Chris Johnson

Kenny Johnson

Cecil Jones

Keith Kesner

Eric Koehler

Mark Lemay

Kenneth Lozen

Calvin McCall

John McDougall

Matt Miltenberger

Tien Peng

Sami Rizkalla

Randy Shackelford

Caroline Sutton

Dave Tepke

David Whitmore

Kerry Sutton

Steve Szoke

• ACI Carolinas Chapter members

• ACI 562 Committee members

• International Concrete Repair 
Institute (National/Local)

• NRMCA (National/Local)

• Industry supporters (Simpson 
Strong Tie, Titan Cement)
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State Initiatives - Example

North Carolina Collaboration Group Success:

– In 2020 submitted an Amendment to the 2018 NC Existing Building Code to 

reference ACI 562 Repair Code. Effective date: 1/1/2022

– Ongoing discussion with the NC Building Code Council (BCC) and the NC 

SEA on references for ACI Certifications in the NC Building Code. 

– Ongoing education opportunities with NC Building Officials Association and 

NC State Construction Office.

– Developed relationship and credibility with the NC BCC. 
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State Initiatives - Example

North Carolina Collaboration Group Success:

– In 2023 submitted an Amendment to the 2021 NC Building Code to 

reference ACI 440.11 GFRP reinforcement in structural concrete.

– Added to our collaboration group ACI 440 committee members, local 

industry experts, supporters from academia.

–  Success: Effective Date 1/1/2025.
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State Initiatives – Example ACI 440.11 and ACI-TMS 

122.1

Ohio Collaboration Group Matthew Carter

Alvin Ericson

Will Gold

Doug Gremel

Ronald Kral

Wayne Moening

Mark Pardi

Jay Pease

Tom Rozsits

Andrea Salyer

Martha VanGeem

Mikhail Vorobiev

Matt 

Miltenberger

Kerry Sutton

Steve Szoke
• ACI Ohio Chapter members

• Ohio Concrete members

• ACI 440 Committee members

• ACI-TMS 122 Committee 
member

• Industry supporters (Owens 
Corning)
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State Initiatives - Example

Ohio Collaboration Group Success:

– In 2023 submitted amendments to the 2021 Ohio Building Code (reference ACI 

440.11) and the Ohio Energy Code (reference ACI-TMS 122.1)

– ACI-TMS 122.1 Thermal Bridge Mitigation for Buildings having Concrete and 

Masonry Walls and Veneers. Effective date: 3/14/2024

– ACI 440.11 GFPR Rebar proposal was not approved in 2023 but re-evaluated 

in 2024. Effective date: Fall 2024. 

– Ongoing education opportunities with Ohio ACI Chapters, Building Officials 

Association and Structural Engineers.

– Developed relationship and credibility with the Ohio Board of Building 

Standards (BBS). 
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Current ACI Priorities - State Level

• Adopt current ACI codes
➢ Adoption by reference ACI CODE 562: Assessment, Repair, and Rehabilitation of Existing Concrete 

Structures.

➢ Adoption by reference ACI CODE 440.11 Building Code Requirements for Structural Concrete 

Reinforced with Glass Fiber-Reinforced Polymer (GFRP) Bars

➢ Adoption by reference ACI-TMS CODES (122.1, 122.2, 122.3): Thermal Bridge Mitigation for Buildings 

and Masonry Walls and Masonry Veneer and Thermal Mass calculations for residential and commercial 

buildings.

➢ Education on upcoming NEW ACI CODE 323 Low Carbon Concrete 

• Remove duplicative language

• Add requirements for certified personnel
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6 Key Things You Can Do – State Codes

1) Fact Finding 

2) Relationships

3) Proposal development opportunity?

4) Proponent/Co-proponent?

5) Testify?

6) Public Comments



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

General Advocacy

• Establish ACI and our industry partners as a resource

–  Educate building officials, Structural Engineers, Architects, Contractors

–  Alert officials to ACI resources

• Create general awareness

–  Attend ICC Chapter meetings

–    Partner with other organizations for joint meetings (ICRI, AIA, SEA)

–  Build relationships

–  Share information

• Support Building Safety Month

• Update and develop new ACI standards
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ACI Participation in Educational Events
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Making It Easier – Resources

• Position Statements

• State Advocacy Collaboration Groups – not just for ACI members 

and advocacy!

• ACI Advocacy Portal/ACI Building Officials Portal

• Complimentary Copies of ACI Codes to Building 

Officials/Governmental Agencies

• Free Building Officials Personnel Document

• Social Media – LinkedIn Code Advocacy 

https://www.concrete.org/committees/directoryofcommittees/acommitteehome.aspx?committee_code=C00SIC00
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Thank You
Kerry Sutton

Code Advocacy Engineer

kerry.sutton@concrete.org

Steve Szoke

Code Advocacy Engineer

steve.szoke@concrete.org

mailto:kerry.sutton@concrete.org
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