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Why Me?

• Got an email one day…



Why Me?

• Would I speak at a session 

honoring Ken Hover?



Why Me?

• Moi?

• What would I speak about?



Why Me?

• Never took a class from him

• We haven’ t collaborated on any 

research

• We never coauthored a paper…

• I have not served on an ACI 

committee with Dr. Hover

• ????



YES !!! I WOULD BE HONORED TO SPEAK



Why ?

• Because Dr. Hover is a special person in 
our industry

• We are fortunate to have him along on 
our journey we call… concrete

• But what to talk about…?



Knowledge



The beginning of 
my journey…1994

• Started my journey in 

concrete

• Learned quickly how little I 

knew

• First exposure to Dr. Hover





I read this chapter and more…

• A wealth of publications on air entrainment and other 

subjects

• Led us to work of many others like Ken Snyder

• Measuring air content – especially hardened air – and the 

effect of air entrainment became a focus of much of our 

research at Michigan Tech – my journey turned towards 

durability



2006

• Fast forward…









Another intersection

• The Foam Index Test

• It’s interesting… even in the furthest northern 

reaches of the frozen tundra of the Upper Peninsula 

of Michigan… we have libraries

• Through ours we found over 20 different 

methodologies in the literature for the foam index 

test

• Standardization was required for the test to gain use



Another intersection

• We sallied forth to develop the

One Foam Index Test to Rule Them All

• About three steps down that path we found…

• Dr. Hover and his students had already been there



Let me save you some time…

• If you want to learn about the foam index test - read these

Harris, N. J., K. C. Hover, K. J. Folliard, and M. T. Ley. The Use of the Foam Index Test to Predict

AEA Dosage in Concrete Containing Fly Ash: Part I-Evaluation of the State of Practice. 

Journal of ASTM International, Vol. 5, No. 7, 2008.

Harris, N. J., K. C. Hover, K. J. Folliard, and M. T. Ley. The Use of the Foam Index Test to Predict 

AEA Dosage in Concrete Containing Fly Ash: Part II-Development of a Standard Test 

Method: Apparatus and Procedure. Journal of ASTM International, Vol. 5, No. 7, 2008.

Harris, N. J., K. C. Hover, K. J. Folliard, and M. T. Ley. The Use of the Foam Index Test to Predict 

AEA Dosage in Concrete Containing Fly Ash: Part III-Development of a Standard Test 

Method: Proportions of Materials. Journal of ASTM International, Vol. 5, No. 7, 2008.



Knowledge

• For a standard foam index test, 90% of what we needed 

to know/do was in these papers.

• Fortunately, research sponsors rarely read the literature 

so what they didn’t know didn’t hurt us.

• We just had to avoid plagiarism… ☺ I hope we did…

• We did add some changes, mainly addressing kinetics







“Need-to-Know” information… (Burt Gummer, Tremors)



Other Impacts

Performance Specifications for Durable Concrete,” Concrete International, ACI, Vol. 28, No. 9, September 2006, pp 51-57.]



Other Impacts

• Ever wonder where 318 

exposure classes came 

from?

• If I have that story right, 

there was some 

serendipity involved…



TEACHER



Inspirational and Revered

• Everyone that teaches would love to have their students 

speak of them as a teacher in such glowing terms as 

Dr. Hover’s students

• Not one bad word form any student ever – in fact it’s the 

opposite – high praise

• Most students speak of Dr. Hover as a teacher in the 

context of the experience being life changing



Inspirational and Revered

• He has changed the lives of so many and have placed 

many materials-knowledgeable engineers in our industry

• He explains things in ways that normal people can 

understand

• Why use a partial differential equation to explain 

something that can be explained by an analogy to a 

piece of candy – Atomic Fireball?



HUMOR & WIT



Part of His Success as a 
Communicator

• Dr. Hover adds his unique wit and humor to any 

conversation – my kind of humor – and it has a 

purpose

• It reinforces the broader technical point in an 

enjoyable approach

• One I remember – “Mining Fly Ash”



TIME



Dr. Hover is approachable

• He’s a busy guy…

• He always makes the time for a chat with a colleague –

student or another gray hair like me

• And it doesn’t need to be about concrete…

• Are you looking for a good cup of coffee in Salamanca NY?    

I know Ken has a recommendation



Sidebar: Our industry is special

• In our industry those that have led like Dr. Hover make 

time for those of us (including me) that come behind. 

• They relish the opportunity to share knowledge

• This is a very special aspect of our industry, and ACI

• Dr. Hover more than anyone personifies that quality



CLASS & CHARACTER



Class & Character

• Class – Treats people with respect

• Character – what you do when nobody is 
watching – That’s true

• It’s also what you do when people ARE watching

• It’s what you do when people depend on you it’s 
how you lead.



Closing

•Our industry is unique.

•The people in our industry share a common bond 

over something that most people take for granted 

but we know it is very complex and not always 

easy to predict or describe.

•Concrete is our collective journey



For All of Us on the Journey

• Dr. Hover has provided us technical information to guide 

us on that journey

• Dr. Hover has developed that information through his 

amazing body of research

• Dr. Hover has communicated that information through 

his inspirational teaching and started many on the 

journey



For All of Us on the Journey

• Dr. Hover gives his time to talk with colleagues -

especially students and young members

• Dr. Hover’s humor and wit make the journey more fun 

for all of us

• He has provided needed leadership for our industry as 

we all take the journey



And for all of this, the 

knowledge, the teaching, 

the time he invests and his 

leadership over many years 

I just want to say…

Thanks Ken and don’t think 

were letting you ride off in 

sunset just yet!
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